
 Smith-Barnes Elementary School Newsletter December 2014 

A Message from the Principal… 

Dear Parents, 

Happy Holidays!  As we approach the Christmas Break, please continue to encourage 
your child to read and if possible, practice First in Math online.  SBE has shown 
tremendous growth in our First in Math participation as well as math competency.  In 
fact, SBE now appears in the top 10 of schools that are actively participating in the 
program.  In the end, kids win when they focus additional time in math and reading.  
Please continue encouraging them, even during the break. 

A few of our fifth grade classes have been involved in the Georgia Council of 
Economics Stock Market Game.  These teams of students started with a baseline sum 
of money and have been working on buying and selling stocks to show growth in their 
portfolios.  After several weeks of competition, SBE has the first through sixth place 
team winners in our region of 138 teams.  A special congratulations to one of Mr. 
Valenzuela’s teams that placed first with a portfolio growth of 17.6%.  Mr. 
Valenzuela’s team is ranked first in the region and 35th in the state out of 2600 teams.  
Mr. Clark’s teams performed very well grabbing second through sixth places.  Again, 
congratulations to all of our team participants! 

Today, the Georgia Department of Education released the 2014 CCRPI (Career and 
College Readiness Performance Indicator) scores by school.  SBE proudly grew from 
76.4 to 79.8 during an academic year when the State of Georgia’s composite score 
decreased from 77.8 to 72.6.  SBE not only outperformed the state, but outperformed 
Henry County’s average of 77.4.    Although we grew by 3.4 points, our goal was to 
increase our score to 80 over 2013 results.  As a staff, we are examining areas that we 
can continue to academically strengthen in order to increase student performance and 
improve our composite score.  In January, I will provide specific information regarding 
our CCRPI score. 
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A Message from the Principal, continued... 

May each of you have a safe and special holiday season!  We will look forward to 
greeting your child back for another semester on January 6, 2015. 

If I can be of service to you, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Regards, 
 
Michael Eddy 
Principal 
 

Dear Smith Barnes Family, 

As the start of the winter approaches, the days left in the first semester of school are 
disappearing quickly. Student attendance is essential throughout the year for students to 
maximize their learning. Thank you so much for your continuing support in this area. 

We also continue to welcome parents who would like to volunteer. When we work to-
gether amazing things happen all around us. If you would like to be a part of the amaz-
ing things happening at SBE please, contact the parent support center. 

The teachers at SBE are working tireless to make sure that all students are prepared for 
the next grade therefore, your support is paramount in this process. If your student was 
invited to attend the SIEP program please make sure that you return the letter of invita-
tion signed as soon as possible. The SIEP program will start after the winter break. 

Mr. Eddy and I always welcome your feedback or accolades about what is happening 
at Smith Barnes. The opportunity to share the strengths and challenges of your children 
help us all guide our students on the road of success. 

I wish every single one of you a fun-filled holiday season with your families. I look 
forward a fun filled exciting learning semester ahead. Thank you for sharing your stu-
dent with us, 

 
 
Soraia Santos Felgenhauer, 
Assistant Principal 

A Message From the Assistant Principal... 

http://www.nationwide.com/james-chapman
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VIP Corner “Very Involved Parents” 

We understand the importance of School-Family Partnerships at 
Smith-Barnes Elementary. 

We believe that when schools and families work together to 
support learning, everyone benefits! 

 Students do better in school and life. 

 Parents become empowered. 

 Schools get better. 

 Communities grow stronger. 

Georgia Milestones 

The state of Georgia has adopted a new assessment system. The document provides 
information pertaining to that new assessment The Georgia Milestones Assessment. 
Students will be taking this assessment this upcoming Spring. To sample the Georgia 
Milestones test please visit http://learnoas.ctb.com/GA/.  

Music Department Announcement 

Congratulations to our Elementary Honor Chorus representatives: Kierra Wilson, 
Skylar Talley, Ganesa LaGuerre, Amelia Smith and Crystalyn Hunt. They will 
represent SBE at the March event.  

http://learnoas.ctb.com/GA/
http://www.excel-build.com/
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Reading Tips 

3 Everyday Ways to Keep Your Child Reading While Having 

Fun During the Winter Holidays 

1. Read Mom's/Dad’s Favorites Mix up your routine and have kids read parents a 

bedtime story. Create a list of your favorite childhood reads and take them out of the 

library. Have your child read the stories aloud to you and then discuss whether the 

book will become one of his/her favorites and why.  

2. Read the Book, See the Movie Use your child's love of watching movies to encour-

age him/her to read. For example, your younger child could read (or listen to you read) 

Rapunzel and then see the movie Tangled, while your older child could read the Diary 

of a Wimpy Kid series and then check out the films. Explore the concepts of character 

and plot by discussing who was in the movie — the "good guys" (protagonists) and 

"not-so-good guys" (antagonists) — and what they did. Talk about how the book and 

the movie differed. 

3. Read E-books or Books Online Kindles, Nooks, and iPads aren't only catching on 

with adults. Children also love high-tech e-book readers, especially during long trips. 

On Amazon.com and BarnesandNoble.com, you can download classic literature for 

free. Aesop's Fables, The Secret Garden, The Wonderful Wizard of Oz, and The 

Adventures of Sherlock Holmes are just a few examples of free e-books. 

http://www.lgkarate.com/
http://www.getsetgrow.com/
http://www.hardingplumbingsupply.com/
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Counselor’s Corner: “Parents~Bully  

Bulletin News”  

Effects of Bullying 
If your child is the victim of bullying, he may suffer physically and emotionally, and 
his schoolwork will likely show it. Grades drop because, instead of listening to the 
teacher, kids are wondering what they did wrong and whether anyone will sit with 
them at lunch. If bullying persists, they may be afraid to go to school. Problems with 
low self-esteem and depression can last into adulthood and interfere with personal and 
professional lives.  

Warning Signs 
If you're concerned that your child is a victim of teasing or bullying, look for these 
signs of stress: 

 Increased passivity or withdrawal  
 Frequent crying  
 Recurrent complaints of physical symptoms such as stomach-aches or headaches 

with no apparent cause  
 Unexplained bruises  
 Sudden drop in grades or other learning problems 
 Not wanting to go to school  
 Significant changes in social life — suddenly no one is calling or extending 

invitations 
 Sudden change in the way your child talks — calling herself a loser, or a former 

friend a jerk   
 

How to Help  
First, give your child space to talk. If she recounts incidences of teasing or bullying, 
be empathetic. If your child has trouble verbalizing her feelings, read a story about 
children being teased or bullied.  

Once you've opened the door, help your child begin to problem-solve. Role-play 
situations and teach your child ways to respond. You might also need to help your child 
find a way to move on by encouraging her to reach out and make new friends. She 
might join teams and school clubs to widen her circle. 
  
At home and on the playground:  
Adults need to intervene to help children resolve bullying issues, but calling another 
parent directly can be tricky unless he or she is a close friend. It is easy to find yourself 
in a "he said/she said" argument. Try to find an intermediary: even if the bullying 
occurs outside of school, a teacher, counselor, coach, or after-school program director 
may be able to help mediate a productive discussion.  

At school:  
Schools and parents can work effectively behind the scenes to help a child meet and 
make new friends via study groups or science-lab partnerships. If you are concerned 
about your child: 

 Share with the teacher what your child has told you; describe any teasing or 
bullying you may have witnessed. 

http://www.gymtech4kids.com/
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Counselor’s Corner, continued... 

 Ask the teacher if she sees similar behavior at school, and enlist her help in finding 
ways to solve the problem. 

 If she hasn't seen any instances of teasing, ask that she keep an eye out for the 
behavior you described. 

 If the teacher says your child is being teased, find out whether there are any things 
he may be doing in class to attract teasing. Ask how he responds to the teasing, and 
discuss helping him develop a more effective response. 

 After the initial conversation, be sure to make a follow-up appointment to discuss 
how things are going. 

 If the problem persists, please ask to meet with Ms. Deirdra Jones, School 
Counselor @ (770) 477-4066 Ext. 105. 

Attention!!! Clinic News!!! 

Henry County has experienced a lot of weather changes lately, and the school clinic 
has seen the effects of the weather change in our students. Here are a few reminders to 
help keep our students healthy during the flu season. 

1. Please check your child for fever, if a child has a fever of 99.5 or greater, the child 
must remain home until he/she is fever free for 24 hours without the use of fever 
reducing medication.  

2. If your child is experiencing diarrhea and/or vomiting, he/she must remain out of 
school until he/she is free from symptoms for 24 hours. 

3. All medication must be kept in the school clinic for dispensing.  

4. Please update any change in contact information. 

We also urge students to frequently wash hands especially when sick. This simple act 
can lessen your chances of spreading a virus to others. Another practice of health is to 
properly cover our sneezes and cough. Remember to “Batman that Cough!” 

If you have any question or concern about the policies of illness you can find more 
detailed information in the Student handbook on page 35 or you can contact Ms. Stone 
at 770-474-4066. 

Have a wonderful and healthy holiday break!! 
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4th Grade News 

The year is going very quickly, and we have learned a lot.  Although we have learned a 
lot, we will continue learning in 2015.  In ELA, the students will be practicing writing 
narratives, informational articles, persuasive/opinion articles, and poetry.  Writing is 
very important in all subjects today.  Student journals is a very effective way to 
practice.  It is very important that students are reading every day.  Each student should 
read 30 minutes each night.  Pizza coupons are given monthly when reading is 
completed and recorded on a reading log.  Soon the Six Flags reading program will 
begin.  Students who complete their reading will earn a ticket to Six Flags.    All 
students should be able to write in cursive.  Whenever they have extra time, students 
should practice cursive to become more proficient.   All students should continue to 
practice multiplication.  Knowing the multiplication tables is a valuable tool.  By 
practicing First In Math, students become much better in math.  In January, the 
students will have an opportunity to practice skills that will help them with the Georgia 
Milestones.  This information will be sent home with the students in the 
Communication Folders in 2015.  Please check the agenda each evening.  The agenda 
is a valuable communication tool between home and school.  Thank you for sending us 
your children to teach.  Happy New Year. 

5th Grade News 

Dear 5th grade parents, 

Half of the year is now past.  Thank you for a successful 5 months!  We have just 
finished up the Endangered Species project, and they look great.  Also earlier this 
month, we enjoyed visiting the Carter Center Museum.  We look forward to more 
projects and field trips in the next 5 months. 

Please keep in mind that the next project will be a Social Studies Project.  Students 
will be picking a topic related to WWI or WWII.  Also, homework restarts the rotation 
after the Winter Break. 

Finally, if you have been invited to SIEP, please send back your permission forms as 
soon as possible.  Be aware, that if it has not been turned in at this time, you might be 
placed on the waiting list. 

Have a great two weeks off, and see you in 2015! 

mailto:billie@newzflash.net

